
The aquaculture sector can look forward to a promising 
future. Although it may be disconcerted by particularly 
aggressive international competition, France definitely 
has the right arguments to regain its position as a leader, 
provided that it promotes its assets, of course: research 
on developing new species, focus on premium-quality 
production, environmental friendliness, etc. 

In its strategy, the Gloria Maris Group gives priority to 
expertise and to individuals who are capable of prompting 
the highest possible added value to the activities of the 
Group's businesses.

The market and consumers quest premium-quality 
products. The consortium of companies that work together 
and propose sea bass, sea bream, salmon-basse (meagre), 
turbot, noble species bred in on-land pens or in the open 
sea, help the "Group" further consolidate its position of 
excellence.

Until now, aquaculture businesses in France had to 
face up to a critical size issue when "sparring" with 
major international groups. By pooling together 
relevant resources, by remaining focused on quality, 
research and innovation, the Gloria Maris Group can 
consider other great opportunities for an entire sector...  
Developing exports and an international presence.

The strength of a "Group"

What we aim 
for in our sector 
of aquaculture, 

is to move 
forward together. 
Acknowledged 
French quality, 
expertise in both 
on-land and open-
sea farms, will help 
us reconquer the 
domestic market and 
develop our exports 
as a premium offer. "   
Philippe Riera
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Philippe Riera is an entrepreneur who is above 
all fascinated by the sea. He created Gloria 
Maris in 1992, because he was convinced that 
Corsica, with its high-quality sea-water, had to 
take its rightful place at a time where marine 
aquaculture was in its infancy in France.

The adventure began in the Gulf of Valinco, in 
Campomoro.
This small-scale, 200-ton marine farm would 
rapidly become Corsica's number one performer. 

In 2006, the company was France's second most 
productive aquaculture farm. Since then, it has never 
stopped growing. 

Its results and the recognition of the rigorous quality of 
Philippe Riera's production have convinced investors to 
back him in his new challenge - to make French marine 
aquaculture the benchmark in Corsica. As such, he 
invested in regenerating, first of all, Aquanord and EMG's 
activities, then Palma d'Oro's business in Sardinia and 
finally, France Turbot.

In 2015, Gloria Maris became known as Acquadea. On the 
3 sites that the company operates, it produces 1,000 tons 
of certified sea bass, sea bream and salmon bass (Label 
Rouge (red label), Label Bio (organic label), Bio Suisse 
(Swiss Organic), Friends of the Sea, French Aquaculture 
Charter, etc.).

Philippe Riera is a pioneer. 
From the very beginning, he made a commitment for quality, 

a commitment to respect the environment and consumer 
expectations.
Philippe Riera also initiated the Tanguy Mission. Based on 
an inventory drawn up for the sector, this mission aims to 
highlight and analyse why France is lagging behind other 
European countries and to put the national aquaculture 

sector back in pole position. This mission will lead to regional 
development and guidance models for marine aquaculture, 
which plan to set sites aside for aquaculture. •

Quality, first and foremost.
There where bulk breeding is initiated, where quick profit is desired, 
open-sea aquaculture in Corsica and in Sardinia, as well as on-land 
pens in Gravelines, Noirmoutier and Trédarzec, is on the front line of 
premium markets.
As such, unlike certain rivals, the Group immediately opted for rigorous, 
small-scale, quality-focused production in line with protecting the 
environment and high product quality.
The Gloria Maris Group illustrates the position of the French market 
perfectly.
The holding, which is sustainable, has led the company to become a 
recognized player in the vast world of aquaculture today: Low volume 
in the farms and pens, balanced, natural nutrition in keeping with the 
biology of the species, the result of research and development undertaken 
by the breeder, zero pesticide and an objective of zero treatment, 
fish-to-order, ensuring incomparable freshness... Cumulated with the 
benefits of highly-oxygenated sea water, where temperatures comply 
with the natural cycle of the various species and constant current flows 
provide breeding conditions that are rarely equalled and products with 
exceptional taste and nutritional qualities.

The Gloria Maris Group fish is exported throughout Europe and Asia.
"Thanks to the expertise of our teams, we fully master all stages of 
the production process, from larvae and alevins through to rearing and 
shipping. On each of our sites, where we breed 4 noble species: sea 
bass, sea bream, salmon basse and turbot, our management 
team are highly-respected aquaculture professionals".  
Philippe Riera

A vocation, a passion

The Gloria Maris Group is a benchmark for France in the 
aquaculture world. In 27 years the Group has climbed every step 
of the ladder of recognition, as regards the exceptional quality of 
its farming and its intensely-rigorous sustainable development 
production methods.

Philippe Riera 
Chairman Gloria Maris Group KEY FIGURES

OUR STRENGTHS

ANNUAL PRODUCTION 

3,200 t
Sea Bass, Sea Bream, 
Salmon Basse 
(Meagre), Turbot
20 million
Alevins

TOTAL  
WORKFORCE

180

TURNOVER

€30,000,000

A French exception

He is Corsica's 
leading 

exporter. 

The Gloria Maris Group 
is the leader in 

marine aquaculture in 
France 

w

Each entity of the "Group" has 
strong brand identity, benefits from 
a certain standing and cross-country 
recognition. Each entity was a pioneer 
and, as such, innovational, in the fields 
of breeding, sourcing, harvesting and 
shipping. In a market where most 
rivals use "push" techniques, the 
Gloria Maris Group favours the "pull" 
strategy. Our strengths. Ultra-fresh, 
noble species, incomparable flesh/
meat quality, resource pooling, in 
particular, in R&D, in partnership with 
"Nouvelles Vagues" and "Stella Mare" 
platforms for selecting new species.

Henri Hellin
Chief Executive Aquanord

A pure product of the aquaculture 
world, Henri has perfect knowledge 
of every segment. His strength? A 
flair for organizing and technical 
versatility that includes biology, 
mechanics, electricity, hydraulics, 
ergonomics, risk management and 
production process automation. 
This agricultural engineer, truly 
fascinated by systems and people 
is like a magician when it comes 
to synchronizing breeding - 
maintenance fishing/packaging 
- commercializing. 
Henri, Philippe and Olivier form the 
keystone of the ambitious project 
pursued by the Gloria Maris Group: 
to promote French excellence in 
the sector.

The multi-skilled 
expert
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"We've got to be daring, we have to know how to answer consumers 
who quest premium quality offers. Having said that, to pursue 
research and development we need to continue to invest to enhance 
our offer again and again, to diversify it... And that's costly, very 
costly". Olivier Poline

For the rather small-scale "Group", which rivals in particular with a 
handful of giants in Europe and throughout the world, gaining market 
share on exports means implementing cutting-edge strategies. It 
goes without saying that to be on a par with advances in market 
and research techniques, SMEs are obliged to invest intensely and 
to implement considerable means. 

Aware of what is at stake in the short-term, the "Group" draws its 
strength from its unity. Its expertise in open-sea breeding in the 
Mediterranean and in on-land pen breeding, its fighting spirit and 
ability to rationalize resources, open up promising prospects.

"It's through a daring entrepreneurial initiative that we plan to share 
several costs with French leaders in the sector (mainly R&D, new 
products, breeding techniques, feed, etc.). We're working on a strategy 
that, through partnering, will enable us to surpass the critical size 
cap for these new investments. Objectives are clear-cut: a base of 
shared values, a strong identity and asserted territoriality, whilst 
maintaining financial self-sufficiency..." Philippe Riera

And tomorrow? 

French aquaculture can come up trumps. There 
are highly-determined, creative entrepreneurs 
who are, above all, passionate about their 
country, committed to preserving and developing 
jobs, to opening doors to new opportunities, 
to overcoming the obstacles of a globalized 
economy and to promoting their premium-quality 
production on the national (a lot is still to be won 
back) and international markets.

After graduating in agricultural 
engineering, he completed a training 
course in ichtyology, which led him 
directly to the nascent world of 
aquaculture. He began his career in 
marine hatching and in aquacultural 
engineering. His expertise is illustrated 
through his track record, which has 
taken him from Martigues to Gravelines, 
from aquaculture nutrition to a myriad 
of consulting missions around the 
globe where his skills are highly in 
demand. Hand-in-hand with Jean-
Baptiste Delpierre, Olivier initiated 
the innovation platform "Nouvelles 
Vagues" (New Waves). Currently Chief 
Executive of the Gloria Maris Group, 
his technical, commercial and financial 
mastery, combined with Philippe Riera's 
savoir-faire, is proof of expertise for 
addressing the challenges to come.

A practically 
straight track record

Olivier Poline
Chief 
Executive 
Gloria Maris 
Group
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